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Junko: Hi, Tim.
Tim: Hi, Junko. It's good | met you. | wanted to ask you something.

J:
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OK.

You know | have a friend in Japan.

Yeah, you were talking about her the other day. Mayumi, was it?

Yes. Mayumi. Well, 1 wrote to her that I might be going to Japan during
the spring break, and she suggested that | stay at her place and she can
show me around Tokyo.

That is great! She’s so kind, isn’t she?

She sure is. It really helps because | don't have so much extra money and
I know hotels in Tokyo are very expensive.

They are!

Anyway, Mayumi’s family seems to be a very respectable family. Her
father is a tea ceremony instructor and her mother is an interior
designer. | don't want to leave a bad impression with them. Could you
tell me how I should greet them when | arrive at the house?

Well, | don’t think you should worry too much. Just act naturally. It is
true, though, that Japanese people are polite and that they don’'t speak
too casually before they get to know each other well.

So | should be polite.

But you don’'t have to bow too much or anything, just smile and speak
gently. You're not going to say “Hi, dad!” and slap him on the shoulder
from the start, are you

Of course not.

Then it's OK. Oh, maybe you should call them by their last names, like
Mr. Yamaguchi. It's not common in Japan to call people older than you
by their first names. If someone younger calls seniors by their first
names, it can be taken as an insult.

Oh, I have to be careful then. Thanks for the information.

My pleasure. Have a nice trip.



