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The fact that language can be used to express our thoughts gives rise to
some interesting questions. How are language and thought related? Can
we think without language? Is our thinking molded by the structure of our
language? (1) These are very difficult questions, questions that we cannot

hope to answer definitively without a much better understanding of human

psychological structure than we presently have. Conflicting opinions have

been advanced. The following observations carry no guarantee that all

linguists or psychologists would agree with them.

If we define thought as conscious mental activity, we can observe first
that thought, or at least certain kinds of thought, can take place completely
independently of language. The simplest example is that of music. We
have all had the experience of being absorbed in listening to an instrumental
work or mentally running through a familiar tune. Language is simply not
involved. (The existence of music with lyrics is of course beside the point.)
Musical composition is in no way dependent on language, so far as the actual
process of creation is concerned, and the same would seem to be true of
various other forms of creative or problem-solving activity. The sculptor at
work 1s in no significant sense guided by language. He may, of course,
receive mush of his instruction through language, talk about his creations,
and even entertain himself with an internal verbal soliloquy as he chips away
with hammer and chisel. But such verbalization does not appear to be
instrumental in his creative activity. There may be many stretches of time
during which he is so busy conceptualizing forms and techniques that words
disappear entirely from his thoughts. (2) Much the same is true of a person

engrossed in solving a jigsaw puzzle. Suddenly perceiving that two

independently completed sections belong together is in no way a linguistic
accomplishment, although one may subsequently exclaim “Aha! This must

go over here!” It is thus hard to understand why some people have
maintained that thought without language is impossible. They have




probably been construing thought quite narrowly to mean something like
propositional thought. If thought is construed too narrowly, the claim
becomes a tautology; it is not very informative to learn that thought which
involves language is impossible without language.

[HHE2) Ronald W. Langacker, ‘Language and Thought’ in Yasuo Kurokawa,
ed. Essays on Language. Kirihara Shoten, 1977.
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What would you like to study at graduate school? Explain why you are
interested in the topic and what you have already known about it.
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Aquella tarde, de vuelta en el piso de la calle Santa Ana, me refugié en
mi habitacién y decidi leer las primeras lineas de mi nuevo amigo. Antes de
darme cuenta, me habia caido dentro sin remedio. La novela relataba la
historia de un hombre en busca de su verdadero padre, al que nunca habia
llegado a conocer y cuya existencia sblo descubria merced a las ultimas
palabras que pronunciaba su madre en su lecho de muerte. La historia de
aquella busqueda se transformaba en una odisea fantasmagorica en la que el
protagonista luchaba por recuperar una infancia y una juventud perdidas.
[...] Los minutos y las horas se deslizaron como un espejismo. Horas més
tarde, atrapado en el relato, apenas adverti las campanadas de medianoche
en la catedral repiqueteando a lo lejos. Enterrado en la luz de cobre que
proyectaba el flexo, me sumergi en un mundo de imé4genes y sensaciones como
jamas las habia conocido. [...] Elsuefo y la fatigallamaban a mi puerta, pero
me resisti a rendirme. No queria perder el hechizo de la historia ni todavia
decir adids a sus personajes.
(Carlos Ruiz Zafon, La Sombra del Viento)

¥ merceda ~ : ~DBNITT lecho : EFE

odisea : EVEE& fantasmagérico : XJE D, LD
espejismo : FIXA L atrapar : f5 2 5
repiquetear : IR D& flexo : EBRALY > R

hechizo : Bix, #%7

Il Escriba una composicién (de 12 a 15 lineas) en espaifiol sobre los estudios
de especialidad que realiz en la universidad. [50 5]
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Il BLFiZ RAE y ASALE (2010), Nueva gramadtica de la lengua espaniola:
Manual @ “29.4.2 Restricciones gramaticales en el término de las
preposiciones y las locuciones preposicionales (iff&# & FilE FRIK A DIH
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El término de las preposiciones y las locuciones preposicionales puede estar
restringido por factores sintacticos y seménticos. Aun asi, existe relacion

estrecha entre ellos, como se explica en los apartados que siguen.

29.4.2a mEL que las subordinadas sustantivas se admitan con unas
preposiciones y no _con otras se suele interpretar como consecuencia de

factores seméanticos. Por ejemplo, la preposicién durante exige que su término
posea INHERENTEMENTE un significado temporal, es decir, que designe un
periodo (durante tres afios, durante el otorio) o un suceso (durante la guerra).

Las subordinadas sustantivas se rechazan en este contexto, como en durante
{os acontecimientos ~ *que sucedieron los acontecimientos}, ya que no
denotan periodos o sucesos, sino més bien hechos, situaciones o estados de
cosas: para que lo admitan, gracias a que acudié en nuestra ayuda, a favor de
que desciendan los impuestos, sin que yo tenga que ir. La interpretacién del
sustantivo hecho que es aqui relevante es aquella en la que no equivale a

suceso: ante {el grave hecho ~ *que el hecho es grave}.

¥ subordinada sustantiva % EEIFIERE &N

T

%ll

(1) HE 1) =2/

(2) ZDXEITLS L, *durante que sucedieron los acontecimientos 733Xk
HTdH 2D N,

(3) ZDOXEIZLD L., anteel grave hecho MIEKTH S DIZH L *ante que
el hecho es grave D\FEENTH 2 D172 HED.
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