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1 (REDOEEET)
Let’s have some cereal for breakfast... Oh no, I forgot 1 milk yesterday!
@ buying @ to buy @ having bought @ having to buy

M2 (b2HEDOHEI0)
This part of the city is about two |I| meters above sea level.
@O hundred @ hundreds @ hundred of @ hundreds of

3 (KARLOLEFET)
You can borrow my laptop PC as as you bring it back by 10 o’clock

tomorrow morning.
@ far @ early ® long @ soon

B4 (Exihmdz NiconT)
Now that she’s earning money, Emily wants to buy |I| .

@ car @ her car @ own car @ her own car

5 UNFDOREERT)
Please look at those beautiful cards. The children made them all by 5
@ them @ themselves @ their own @ their strength

e (FlFEoHT)
Is this seat still 6 , Or is someone sitting here?
D achievable @ available @ possible @ probable

M7 (HROHTF)
The lake was so still that the reflected the sky like a mirror.

@ surface @ impression @ estate @ vision

M8 (HZEDMANLTIZONT)

The assembly instructions were unclear. 8 , Emily managed to assemble

the furniture eventually.
@O Consequently @ Meanwhile @ Nevertheless @ Whatever
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o (¥E=IZOWVT)

Mary avoided talking about 9 topics at the dinner table to keep the

conversation friendly.

@ confusing @ conventional @ superior @ sensitive

110 CHW AT DT K23A )
When you have too many tasks to handle, it is important to set your top
and focus on those first to stay organized and productive.

@ results @ ceilings @ potentials @ priorities

10
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M1 (UETA RO
Climbing Mt. Fuji is | 1 |

@ equipment @ and @ demanding @ proper (& requires

2 (f 22 bR O OB T)
A Japanese scientist ‘ 2 ‘ the first instant coffee.
@ have @ said @ is @ invented ® to

3 (FIETAAID)
Did you know that ‘ 3 ‘ the birthplace of Mozart ?
@ famous @ is @ place @ as ® this

4 GEZO0ELQ)
T'm | 4 | about the incident.

@ sure @ not @ feels @ my wife ® how

5 GEEofReRToaxs )
Our youngest sister raised more money for charity | 5 ‘ together.
O put @ the family @ the rest @ than ® of
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Often someone you just met is interested in learning more about you, and will
sometimes say, “Tell me about yourself.” This request seems simple enough, but it is
such an open-ended’ request that . How much detail should you include?
Where do you begin?

Even though it seems like EI , it can be stressful as you try to think of how to
answer or how to begin. A good rule of thumb™ is to keep it brief, perhaps around
two to three minutes at most. While the person is likely genuinely interested in
learning more about you, it is important to keep it brief. The person will ask follow-
up questions regarding things they want to know more about. Also, to gauge™
their reaction—do they seem distracted™ or bored? Are they nodding and offering
you verbal feedback while you are talking?

Since this is a common request when meeting someone new, IIl . Practicing
doesn't mean memorizing a set speech, but it is a good idea to have a basic idea of what
you want to say beforehand™. It is always good to offer general information about your

background, such as where you are from or what you do.
[Hi#] Todd Jay Leonard. Talk! Talk! Talk! Kinseido, 2025.

[#] *' open-ended : #HSRE L7-
*2 arule of thumb : 5k EZ % 25H|
*3  gauge : fIr - HEHIT D
*4  distracted @ KN HH> TV D
*5  beforehand : HH1 U

it is sometimes difficult to know what to say
it might be so difficult to memorize every word
it would be simple to introduce yourself

it is a good idea to practice your response to be ready

©® 00 6

it is important to watch the other person’s body language and facial expression
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In the southern part of the Netherlands™ near the border with Belgium®2, there are
two towns called Baarle-Nassau and Baarle-Hertog. But when you visit, it just feels
like one town with too many borders. Baarle-Hertog is a Belgian exclave® within the
Netherlands, but inside Baarle-Hertog, there are numerous little Dutch™ exclaves.
These little parts belong to Baarle-Nassau. As a result, there are border signs
everywhere in the two towns, marking which side is Belgium and which side is the
Netherlands.

Since administrative systems differ by country, there are two different postal
services and two different bus systems in the area. However, many buildings straddle™
the border. For example, a hotel built on the border has a room with a bed half in
Belgium and half in the Netherlands. It would be inconvenient for a building to be in
two countries, so there is a rule that if a building straddles the border, it is considered
to belong to the country on the side where they have the main entrance. This is
sometimes convenient for business. If Belgian laws allow restaurants to operate later
at night than Dutch laws,a restaurant straddling the border can choose to make its
entrance on the Belgian side to keep the store open longer.

Why did this situation arise? It seems to come from historical territorial contracts
dating back to the 12th century. Over the years, negotiations have been conducted
between the two countries to simplify the border by reorganizing the boundaries, but
the residents living there have opposed such reorganization. In other words,
restaurant owners who have gone to the trouble of installing entrance doors on the
Belgian side would be inconvenienced if their establishments were reorganized into
Dutch territory. As a result, these two peculiar towns continue to exist today as “towns
with too many borders” supported by the residents. Of course, this unique

characteristic is also a major tourist attraction that helps the towns’ economy:.

[#£] =1 the Netherlands : #+ 7 %
*2  Belgium : ~/LF—
x3  exclave : UMY
*4 Dutch : =7 %D
5 straddle : (BEfti2) £7223%

-5-



11 What is true about the towns of Barrle-Nassau and Barrle-Hertog?
@ They are actually the same town.
@ They compete in the number of borders.
@ They are different towns that belong to different countries.
@ They neither belong to the Netherlands nor Belgium.

f1 2 What is true about each side of the border?
(D They have their own postal services on each side.
@ The same bus service circulates on both sides.
@ They need to separate the bed if a bedroom straddles the border.
@ There are hardly any visible signs showing which side is which.

13 What happens if a building is built on the border?
@ The building will belong to both countries according to the border.
@ The owner of the building can choose a country and register.
@ The whole building will belong to the country where it has its main door.

@ The building will belong to Belgium if the entrance faces a restaurant.

ff1 4 Why would a restaurant be careful about which side of the building it creates
its entrance?
(D Because it is better to be close to the area where they can attract more
visitors.
@ Because it will determine the country it belongs to and affect its operating
hours.
@ Because it will cost a lot of money to install a door on the Belgian side.

@ Because it will be inconvenient for the staff to have long working hours.

15 Why are the borders of these two towns still so complicated?
(D Because the two countries refuse to negotiate on reorganizing the territory.
@ Because the historical contracts still remain and cannot be cancelled.
(® Because the residents of the two towns have a strong sense of competition.

@ Because the residents of the two towns benefit from and prefer the way it is.
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Fieldwork Experience in Rwanda

Last year, I joined a fieldwork trip to Rwanda to learn about peace efforts
around the world. In 1994, there was a genocide*! in Rwanda where many people
were killed. When I arrived it was clear that despite its history, Rwanda has
experienced impressive development. I joined this program because I wanted to

see how Rwandan people built peace after violence.

First, we visited the Kigali Genocide Memorial*2 and a local market. At the
museum, we learned about the history of the genocide. It was very shocking to
learn about what happened, but it helped us understand Rwanda’s past. In the
afternoon we visited the local market. It was full of people and very lively. It struck
me how Rwandan people seemed to live together in peace even though they had a

difficult past.

E On the second day, we visited a social business led by women. Many of the
women had lost their husbands and family members during the genocide and were
taking care of their children alone. Together, they made bags and fashion items
which they sold to Japanese customers online. They told us that since the genocide,
it has been difficult to support their family, but the money they get from the

business allowed them to send their children to school.

E Lastly, we travelled to Butare, the second largest city in Rwanda. There we
visited a university and had a cultural exchange program with the students. Many
students are part of the Peace Club where they have workshops to build skills in
dialogue and problem solving. The students were very friendly and had many ideas
about peace. They told us that talking about the past together and sharing dreams

for the future is very important to build sustainable peace.

Through the fieldwork I learned that even though building peace is difficult, many

ordinary people are working hard to live in peace. This gave me hope. I also want

to do my part in spreading peace in the world.
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Talking with the genocide survivors
was an unforgettable experience.
They told us about the genocide and
how they are working hard to rebuild

their lives.

I was surprised at how clean and
well-developed the country was.
There was no trash on the streets,

and beautiful trees lined the roads.

®

@

Exchanging thoughts with young
people about difficult issues was
exciting. Together, we shared ideas
about how to create a more peaceful

future for the world.

It was important for us to take time
to learn about what happened to
Rwanda in the past. This experience
made me realize that there are still
many things about Japan’s past that

I need to learn.




