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Attention

Attention is a cognitive process involving the ability to select and focus on
particular stimuli from the environment while ignoring others. For example,
while driving, a person selects and focuses on traffic, stoplights, crosswalks,
and so on, while tending to ignore the sky, birds chirping in a tree, and the
license plates on most other cars. In SLA¥*, the stimuli would be linguistic
items in the input. Three constructs of attention are generally discussed in
the literature: capacity, selection, and effort.

Capacity refers to learners' ability to allocate attention to the processing of
the information they receive. It is well established that attention involves a
limited capacity; that is, people are exposed to a large number of stimuli and
the brain cannot process all of them at the same time. However, capacity may

be modal and context dependent. That is, (1)people may be able to eat and

watch TV at the same time because these activities require different kinds of

attention (e.o., eating does not require the audio modality). However, people

find 1t difficult to carry on a full conversation on the phone while watching

TV (i.e., because both tap into the attention required for listening).

The second construct within attention is selection. Assuming that there is
a limited capacity to attend to stimuli, the attentional system must select
from incoming information/stimuli. Detection is the process involved in

-1-



selecting and registering data in working memory.

The third construct is effort. The degree of effortful attention needed
depends on the capacity demands of the task learners have to accomplish. A
task differs in the modes of processing information. Automatic processing of
information would require little attentional efforts for .2 learners, whereas
controlled processing of information will require lots of attention and would
proceed slowly.

Attention is a construct that has attracted the interest of second language
researchers, and it plays a major role in some hypotheses about L2 acquisition

(e.g., noticing). (2)The general idea of some of these hypotheses is that (a)

learners must actively attend to linguistic stimuli in order to learn; and (b)

attention may affect what learners can detect in the input at any given time.

That is, some scholars have looked at the possibility that learners "selectively

attend" to stimuli in the input.

xE

* SLA Second Language Acquisition D WEFE

[ 82] VanPatten, B., & Benati, A. G. (2010). Key Terms in Second Language

Acquisition. Continuum International. (—¥E W, —HHkE)

I Explain in English the research you plan to do in graduate school.
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